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  Free School Meals  

(COVID-19) 
 
 
 

 
Children eligible for free school meals will benefit from a national voucher scheme allowing them 
to continue to access meals whilst they stay at home. 
 
Schools can now provide every eligible child with a weekly shopping voucher worth £15 to spend 
at supermarkets while schools are closed due to coronavirus. 
 
Schools can continue to provide meals for collection or delivery themselves, but where this is not 
possible, the scheme will allow schools to provide vouchers to families electronically, or as a gift 
card for those without internet access. 
 
The vouchers can be spent on food at a range of shops including Sainsbury’s, Tesco, Asda, 
Morrisons, Waitrose and M&S, with the Department for Education working to get more shops to 
join the scheme as soon as possible.  
 
How the scheme will work  
 
Parents will receive the voucher through their child’s school, which can then be redeemed online 
via a code, or sent to their house as a gift card and used at supermarkets across the country. 

Contact your child’s school to ask how they intend to roll out the new scheme.   
 

For more information, visit https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-
free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance-for-schools  


